
Connecticut Family Engagement Conference 
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The Purpose and the Promise of the 
Dual-Capacity Framework to Build 
Effective Partnerships 
Anne Henderson, Senior Consultant, Annenberg 
Institute for School Reform 

Keynote 

Tapping the Potential of Parents: 
Boosting Student Achievement 
through Relationships 
Dr. Patricia Edwards, Professor, Department of 
Teacher Education, Michigan State University Breakout 2 & 8 

The Essential Ingredient in School 
Turnaround? Family Engagement! 
Anne Henderson, Senior Consultant, Annenberg 
Institute for School Reform 
Melissa Bryant, Lead Teacher, Stanton School, 
Washington, DC 

Breakout 3 & 9 

All Means All: Families’ Influence on 
Learning across Demographic Lines 
Dr. Patricia Edwards, Professor, Department of Teacher 
Education, Michigan State University 

Creating Systemic Change at the 
District Level for Family Engagement 
Michele Brooks, Principal Consultant, Transformative 
Education Solutions with Manchester and Middletown 
District Leaders 

Breakout 1 & 7 

Building Connections and Shifting 
Beliefs: Stories of Transformation 
through School-Family Partnerships  
(“I used to think… but now I know…”) 

Lunch 

Session 

Between Families and Schools: 
Creating New Assumptions for 
Family Engagement 
Allyson Criner Brown, Associate Director / 
Tellin’ Stories Project Manager, Teaching for 
Change, Washington, DC 

Breakout 4 & 10 

Link to Learning: Tools for Getting 
Parents on Board with Student 
Achievement Goals 
Patti Avallone, Consultant for School-Family-Community 
Partnerships with Waltersville Elementary School, 
Bridgeport  

Breakout 5 & 11 

Creating Welcoming, Inviting Cultures 
Nitza Diaz, Consultant, SERC/CT PIRC and Gerald 
Barrett, Grants Coordinator, CREC with Lincoln-Bassett 
School, New Haven and CREC Museum Academy 

Breakout 6 & 12 

Keynote 


